Characterization of IgE and IgG antibody responses to Dermatophagoides farinae in rats.
Rats (Brown Norway/Wistar Fu) that were pretreated or not pretreated with cyclophosphamide were immunized with varying amounts of Dermatophagoides farinae allergen extract with alum as adjuvant. Sera were analysed by RAST and by crossed radioimmunoelectrophoresis (CRIE). The highest IgE antibody responses were recorded in animals pretreated with cyclophosphamide that had received low immunizing doses of antigen. The IgE antibody pattern in CRIE was, however, not influenced by the dose of antigen or by cyclophosphamide pretreatment. The IgG pattern in CRIE closely resembled the IgE pattern, demonstrating a similar specificity of the antibody responses of the two isotypes. This indicates non-class specific control of the specificity of antibody responses.